
NOVEMBER 8, 2026 / THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ENGLISH SPANISH

ARE YOU A
REGISTERED PARISHIONER?

We’re so glad you’re a part of our
worshipping community! While

attending Mass is the heart of our faith,
official registration is the best way for us

to support you and your family. 

<–-Please scan and register today!---> 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

WWW.STJOANOFARC.COM

@stjoanofarcphoenix

602-867-2288

ST. JOAN OF ARC
3801 E. GREENWAY RD. PHOENIX, AZ 85032

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

24 HR ADORATION CHAPEL
If you are interested in

volunteering as an Hourly
Captain or becoming an
Adorer, please contact

Desiree at (763)807-7015

OFFICE HOURS/GIFTSHOP
602-867-9171

Mon - Thurs

Friday
Saturday & Sunday closed

9am-12pm
1pm-5pm

*closed 12pm-1pm
9am-12pm

CONFESSION/CONFESION
Mon-Sat 8am-8:25am
Mon 5:30pm-5:55pm
Wed 5:30pm-5:55pm
Sat 9am-10:30am
or by appointment on above
listed days

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil      4:30pm
Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am
                                 12:30pm Sp

DAILY MASS TIMES
M,T,W,Th,F,Sat  8:30 am
Monday: 6:00pm/English
Wednesday: 6:00pm/Sp



PARISH CONTACTS

ST. JOAN OF ARC MINISTRIES

CLERGY
REV. DANIEL CRUZ, PASTOR
frcruz@stjoanofarc.com
REV. OLIVER VIETOR, PAROCHIAL VICAR X302
frvietor@stjoanofarc.com
REV. ANTHONY DANG, IN RESIDENCE
franthony@ndpsaints.org
Deacon Mark Salvato x300
Deacon David Bramer- dcndbramer@stjoanofarc.com

PARISH OFFICE
602-867-9171
ADMINISTRATION
Julie Flanigan, Finance Manager x314
jflanigan@stjoanofarc.com
Lakin Bellah, Receptionist x300
lfuentes@stjoanofarc.com

Kirk Willsey, Facilities Manager x333

PRESCHOOL 602-867-9197
Debbie Allen, Director
dhiliard@stjoanofarc.com

Sheri Miles, Office Manager/Asst. Director x317
preschool@stjoanofarc.com

LITURGY
Annette Garrison, Coordinator x308
liturgy@stjoanofarc.com
-Marriage Coordinator, English/Espanol
-Nullity Ministry Coordinator
-Funeral Coordinator
-Quinceaneras/Espanol

FORMATION
Laura Gallant, Religious Ed Coordinator x310
Igallant@stjoanofarc.com
Allyson Castillo, Youth Ministry Coord. x309
acastillo@stjoanofarc.com

MUSIC
Jeffery Morse, Director of  Sacred Music
jmorse@stjoanofarc.com

Betsy Donovan, Coordinator of  Music x326

ST. JOAN OF ARC PARISH COUNCIL
Diana Cantu, Chair

David Roney, Eric Hillsten
Miguel Suarez, Elizabeth Rodriguez Mata

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Brett Dusek, Chair - Colby Hilburn, Secretary - 

 Dean Miller, Jarred Sola, Vice Chair,
 and Mark Kanaga

BULLETIN: SJAbulletin@stjoanofarc.com
Tracy Stofflet, Editor

PARISH MISSION

Family of Faith Called to 
Live the Love of Christ

ALTAR SERVERS: Tracy Stofflet tasarizona@cox.net
AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS: Stephanie Gilfillan

americanheritagegirls.sja@gmail.com

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/USHERS: Annette Garrison
602-867-9191 x 308

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Darryl Bergstrom
                        602-566-2989

LECTORS: Brian Foley bjfoley43@gmail.com
                                               862-246-5116

LEGION OF MARY: Rosemary Rosenberger 602-690-7702
                            r.rosey@myctl.net

MOMS’ MINISTRY: Dominque Paplaczyk
                     djpaplaczyk@gmail.com

PASTORAL CARE: Annette Garrison 602-867-9171 x308

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: Josie Savino
                      602-996-3887

PERPETUAL ADORATION: Desiree Schlangen(Eng)
Desiree.SJAadoration@gmail.com
(Sp) Nora Cordero Nors.SJAadoration@gmail.com

PORTERS OF ST. JOSEPH: security@stjoanofarc.com

RESPECT LIFE: Clarice Stauble at 830-377-7718

ST. DAMIEN’S HELPERS: Edye Malena @
602-971-0490/ edye@senff.net

ST. MICHAEL’S INDIAN SCHOOL CONNECTION:
Ginny Silver 602-481-0600

SJA PRAYER LINE: 4prayeronly@gmail.com

SJA SENIORS: Barbara Matthews      602-867-9171 x312

SMALL CHURCH COMMUNITY: John Kopala
480-280-2702  or jkopala@gmail.com
Wednesdays----9:30am-Senior Lounge

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: Call 602-867-2288



GOSPEL MEDITATION

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO – ALENTAR UN ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA

8 de noviembre de 2026 
XXXII Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Mateo 25:1-13 

Estén listos y preparados: es el mensaje de este domingo, porque no se sabe ni el día ni la hora en que llega
el Señor. Mostrar sabiduría y prudencia significa madurez en la vida. La parábola de las diez jóvenes,

narrada por Jesús, demuestra ambas dimensiones: la humana y la divina. “Las descuidadas tomaron sus
lámparas como estaban, sin llevar más aceite consigo. Las precavidas, en cambio, junto con las lámparas,

llevaron sus botellas de aceite. Como el novio se demoraba en llegar, se adormecieron todas y, al fin, se
quedaron dormidas” (Mateo 25:3-5). Esto significa que, estemos atentos, dormidos o despiertos, Dios

colabora en nuestros proyectos. 

No podemos detener el tiempo; lo mejor es estar listos, llevando un comportamiento adecuado,
alimentando nuestra propia lámpara con la fe y la sensatez, acudiendo a los sacramentos, sobre todo a la
Reconciliación y la Eucaristía. Dios provee la sabiduría si buscamos con ahínco alimentarnos de ella. “Sale

al encuentro de los que la quieren conocer; el que por ella se levantó temprano casi no tendrá que
esforzarse: la hallará sentada a su puerta” (Sabiduría 6:13-15). ¿De qué está llena la lámpara de mi vida?
¿Qué tipo de aceite tiene? ¿Mis actos y comportamiento están de acuerdo con el Evangelio? Todo se trata

de ver cómo va mi intimidad con Dios, de ver cómo ando en el sentido de la caridad y la justicia con los
demás. “Al atardecer de la vida, seremos examinados en el amor” (San Juan de la Cruz).

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

November 8, 2026 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 25:1-13 

My first instinct upon waking is to grab my phone and start scrolling. Sometimes I do it for 20 or 30
minutes, and it makes me feel distracted and agitated. I feel guilty, too, for wasting my first moments of the

day. So recently, I committed those minutes to reading a book that would focus my mind on Jesus. I enjoy
the fact that I am not scattering my attention as much. I feel more peaceful and focused on God. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks about attention. He contrasts wise and foolish virgins, and then sums up the
teaching by saying, “Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:13).
The basic currency of the human heart is attention. The foolish bridesmaids are not immoral or malicious;

they are unfocused, distracted, and unprepared. They assume that borrowed oil will suffice, that someone
else’s readiness can make up for their own lack. But the attention which is love cannot be outsourced. A

relationship with God requires personal attentiveness cultivated over time. 

This Gospel leaves us with an honest question. What am I giving my attention to each day, and am I
forming a heart that is awake, watchful, and ready to meet the Lord when He comes? How can I use key

moments of my day to focus my attention where I need it to be? 

— Father John Muir



PRAYERS, READINGS, AND ADORATION

WEEKLY MASS READINGS
Readings for the week of November 8, 2026

Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
                              1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13
Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/
                                       1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/
              Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29/Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6/
                                                                             Lk 17:11-19
Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10/
                                                                          Lk 17:20-25
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18/
                                                                          Lk 17:26-37
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8
Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/1 Thes 5:1-6/
                                       Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21

Observances for the week of November 8, 2026

Sunday: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Tuesday: St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the
Church
Wednesday: St. Martin of Tours, Bishop; Veterans
Day
Thursday: St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr
Friday: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin
Saturday:
Next Sunday: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

THE ZUNO FAMILY
In Memory of

RICARDO BRAVO
&

CHRISTIAN BRAVO

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 7
8:30 am
4:30 pm

  †Holy Souls of  Purgatory
  †Patricia Chitkowski

Sunday, November 8
8:30am
10:30am
12:30pm 

†Leonard Boyles
  SJA PARISHIONERS
†Patricia McGrath

Monday, November 9
8:30am
6:00pm

 Brigid Coles
 Gina Rose Guarracino
                                          

Tuesday, November 10
8:30am                          †Gene Rolfes                       

Wednesday, November 11
8:30am                            MaryJo & Bill Buerger
6:00pm                           †Maria Isabel Palomino

   

Thursday, November 12
8:30am                           †Melinda Oliveri

Friday, November 13
8:30am                           †Anita & Eddie Ferns 
                                                 
Saturday, November 14
8:30am                            Fr. Oliver Vietor
4:30pm                           †Chuck Rohm

Sunday, November 15
8:30am
10:30am
12:30pm

 †Dennis Kerry
 †Jorge & Alfredo Patiño
  SJA Parishioners

ADORATION CANDLE SPONSORS
FOR WEEK OF NOVEMBER 8

For more information about 
ADORATION CANDLES and becoming a sponsor,

please call the parish office at 
602-867-9171.

Blessing for Veterans 
O God, 

Bless the men and women who have stepped
forward in the service of our country. 

Protect them in Your mercy, care for their needs: 
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual. 

Give them courage, strength, 
perseverance, and support.



PRAYERS, READINGS, AND STEWARDSHIP

PLEASE REMEMBER...
Being a registered, active member

of our parish is essential for:
Serving as a Godparent or Sponsor.
Accessing in-parish tuition rates for our
preschool and Diocesan schools.
Planning weddings and funeral services with the
parish

Take a moment today to register at 
www.stjoanofarc.com

For questions, please contact the
Parish Office at 602-867-9171.

SCAN TO REGISTER
------------------>>>

Since June 1, 2026
Parish Beautification Update

Thank you to the 362 Donors/Families
offering $89,841.50

✔ Roof Repair of Weidner Hall
$124,705.39         
⏳ Fire Alarm System: Entire Campus 

                          In progress ~$85,000
✔ HVAC: Santa Maria Hall $14,130
⬜ HVAC: Church Units & Santa Maria
Hall ~$190,000
⬜ Church Floor Repair: replace broken
tiles & weak areas ~$7,000

In Our Midst

One day my son came downstairs in our house
and went into the kitchen to get himself a bowl of
cereal. He had no idea I was in the front room
quietly reading something on my smartphone. He
poured his milk and reached to grab a spoon. At
that moment, I simply said, “Hello.” Startled, he
jumped back from the silverware drawer and let
out a scream. He would tell this story differently,
but it certainly was a scream. He clutched his
chest as if he had just seen a ghost. 
All I wanted to do was say hello.

We have all been startled by someone when we
thought we were all alone. Sometimes that
person in our midst was simply quiet and hidden
from our view. Other times, we simply have our
head and mind in the clouds to the point we are
ignoring the fact we are not alone.

At times that person we don’t see is Jesus. He
might seem quieter some days, but he should
never be hidden from our view. He is always
there with us, in others, and sharing our
everyday moments. When we fail to see him in
our midst, it is easy to act in ways we wouldn’t if
we saw him directly in front of us. We become
less giving and more self-centered. No one wants
to be surprised one day when suddenly they
realize they were not alone, especially if the one
who startles us is our God.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time / Nov. 8, 2026 
First Reading:

Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is
readily perceived by those who love her, and

found by those who seek her. (Wis 6:12)
Psalm:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
 (Ps 63)

Second Reading:
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,

so too will God, through Jesus,
bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

 (1 Thes 4:14)
Gospel:

“Therefore, stay awake,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

(Mt 25:13)



MINISTRY NEWS PAGE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The pantry is open on the below 
days and times:

Mondays - 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM &
                                     6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Wednesdays – 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM
                                     6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Saturdays – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM

"We are looking for a volunteer who is certified to teach
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, level 1 for the
Religious Education program. If you have the CGS
certification, and have or are willing to complete the Safe
Environment training for the Diocese of Phoenix, please
email Laura Gallant at Lgallant@stjoanofarc.com.

 Thank you!

Thanksgiving 
In today’s Gospel Jesus challenges us to
“stay awake” by taking time to 
seriously look at ourselves, the priorities of
our lives, and how we are growing
spiritually. 
Ask yourself “What would Jesus Christ do?”
and then provide a food donation to our
pantry so that those who are suffering will
be able to celebrate Thanksgiving. 

Our 2026 Thanksgiving Food Drive 
is almost here. 

Next week we will be providing you a bag 
with an attached list of food items that we
would like you to purchase for our pantry. 

PLEASE BE GENEROUS AS YOU WERE 
LAST YEAR... 

Please consider joining our ministry, we
would love to have you! 

Contact our volunteer orientation
coordinator Eldene at espelder@cox.net. 

The food items that we need in the pantry
this week are the following. 

Can of Yams  (For Thanksgiving) 
Can of Corn 
Can of Green Beans

St. Michael Indian School Connection
You did it, St. Joan of Arc! All families and angels from the Adopt a Family Project have

been adopted. Our St. Michael Indian School Connection Team is beyond grateful. But we
could still use your help! Please prayerfully consider making a monetary donation. It will

help offset the cost of transporting and delivering the gift boxes to the Navajo Indian
Reservation. Donations can be made on our parish website for "St. Michael Indian School

Mission," or during our Collection Weekend, Nov 28 & 29. 
Your generosity is appreciated more than you know.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for the following requests that have been

recently received either by the Prayer Line
(4prayeronly@gmail.com), the bulletin, or both.

Miguel Angel Prieto Boltez and Chris Valderrama...
For the Repose of Souls

Dan... For Healing 
For bulletin only submission requests, please email

SJAbulletin@stjoanofarc.com

SJA PRAYER LINE
The Mission of the SJA Prayer Line Ministry is to
provide an opportunity to support others in our

community with special prayer requests.
Members of the SJA Prayer Line offer their

own prayers on the requestor’s behalf.
Please contact Margo Enfield:

4prayeronly@gmail.com.

AROUND THE PARISH

Notice Regarding Hall Rentals
Due to limited resources, we are temporarily

suspending all new hall rental bookings. If your
event is not currently on the calendar or has not

been approved, we kindly ask for your patience and
understanding during this time.

Our plan is to resume accepting new rental requests
at a later date to be determined. The only exception
will be funeral luncheons, which will be considered

on a case-by-case basis as the need arises.
We sincerely appreciate your patience,

understanding, and cooperation as we navigate
these temporary limitations. 

Thank you for your continued prayers.

From the Hearts of our Children 
After learning about the articles of the Mass, one of our

kindergarteners asked another one if he'd like to pretend he
was a priest offering her the Holy Eucharist.  He immediately

put on the correct ordinary time chasuble and extended to
her the Body of Christ with much reverence! 

Praying for Your Support 
Since attending our Knights of Columbus's Pro-Life
dinner this year, St Joan of Arc Preschool & Kindergarten
has felt a calling to help those moms and children who
are staying at Casa St Gianna (CSG), which is a Catholic
home for pregnant women and children. CSG can provide
90- day housing for three women and their children at a
time and is in North Phoenix at 35th Ave and Bell. It is
run by Life Choices Women’s Clinic. Our school would
like to offer year-long service to them by collecting
various items in need and transporting them to their
facility. Along with providing a place to stay, CSG also
provides resources to assist the moms to become
financially independent and able to provide for
themselves and their children. Please review their
present Wish List and pray for providing an item on that
list. All donations can be dropped off at the SJA school
office Monday-Thursday from 8-3:30 or Friday from 8-
1:30. Call our office at 602-867-9179 if you have any
questions. Thank you for your generous support.

Parish Mission
Family of Faith Called to 

Live the Love of Christ
How do we do this?

We are called to receive the broken, lame, and rejected
and offer them a field hospital where they can be
triaged and healed through the encounter with Christ.
The Lord invites them to conversion of  life as a
result of  his love, as he did for the woman at the
well.
We invite them into this home and family where
they can live in community and grow to maturity in
their life and faith.
We invite them to keep growing in this love to full
sanctity, ultimately so we all participate in the
beatific vision with God.

Parish Mission
Family of Faith Called to 

Live the Love of Christ
How do we do this?

We are called to receive the broken, lame, and rejected
and offer them a field hospital where they can be
triaged and healed through the encounter with Christ.
The Lord invites them to conversion of  life as a
result of  his love, as he did for the woman at the
well.
We invite them into this home and family where
they can live in community and grow to maturity in
their life and faith.
We invite them to keep growing in this love to full
sanctity, ultimately so we all participate in the
beatific vision with God.



MORE PARISH NEWS

know

know

youyou

SJA PRESCHOOL 
St Joan of Arc Preschool & Kindergarten

would like to extend a heartfelt
invitation to all our parishioners to

attend the Flag Ceremony conducted by
our American Heritage Girls that will

take place outside of the preschool
courtyard on Tuesday, November 10th
at 9:15am.  Support our girls and our

veterans by attending! 

Your paragraph text

PRESALE ENDS NOV 6

Lighting Candles in Church 

Question: Why do Catholics light candles in church?
 

Answer: 
Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the earliest times. In the
days before electricity, candles and oil lamps were the ways that people lighted
buildings. Even today, we often still depend on candles during power outages,
relying on their flickering flames to bring light into the dark. 
Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occasions. Think about a
festive family meal or a romantic dinner for two — there will often be candles
on the table, special objects for a special event. We light candles on birthday
cakes and carry them in processions. We also place candles at makeshift
memorials that appear when there has been an accident or act of violence. In
these moments, their light casts aside a different kind of darkness — the
darkness of grief, fear, and death. 
The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and lamps at the tombs of
the martyrs gave way to the practice of having candles at Mass, honoring the
sacredness of the celebration. 
As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues and icons, they
would burn candles in front of sacred images and the relics of the saints,
basically “shining a light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims
would visit these shrines, they would often bring candles to light before the
image or relic. These candles came to be a symbol of the person, and their
prayer and the burning these candles came to be understood as an extension
and continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as a practical way
to provide light has come to be a symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, losses,
fears, and faith of everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his
saints.

Our very own SJA Seminarian 
John Miller, was in Rome to serve at his

cousin's wedding, at which Fr. Nahrgang and
Fr. Perera were concelebrants. 

Please continue to keep John in your prayers.



REFLECTIONS

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

NOVEMBER 13

Outside the Wedding Feast 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Every time my husband tells me he needs to take our car in for an oil change, I groan: 
“Didn’t we just do that, like, six months ago?” 

“Yeah,” he replies. “And like I told you six months ago, that’s roughly how often it needs to be done.” 

If I didn’t have him, I would forget to change that oil until the engine came to a grinding halt in the middle
of the interstate. It’s not that I’m incapable — I remember when we’re about to run out of butter, when we

need to scrub out the kitchen sink so it doesn’t get nasty, 
when it’s time to schedule the kids’ annual doctor visits. I just don’t even think about the oil. 

Why would I? My husband’s on top of it. 

Our brains reflexively prioritize certain tasks, delegating the rest to the care of others we trust. I do it with
the oil in the car. My husband does it with the groceries. 

Sometimes — too often, in fact — we do it with our spiritual lives. We let it go. We don’t think about it. We
trust. God’s got us. We’ll focus on that tomorrow. 

It’s beautiful to have a relationship with God based in confidence, not in anxiety. But do we sometimes
take this further than is healthy? In trusting that God loves us unconditionally, do we slip into the habit of

de-prioritizing him? Do we linger too long outside the wedding feast, trimming our neglected lamps, 
forgetting that once the door closes, it also locks?



NOTICIAS
ADORACIÓN EUCARÍSTIC
ADORADORES NECESARIOS:

DOMINGO—2am,12pm 
LUNES-2am, 7am, 12pm 

JUEVES-12am, 3am, 
SABADO—5pm

NECESITO COMPAÑEROS DE ORACIÓN 
Por favor Nora.SJAadoration@gmail.com

************************************************

¿Está usted o alguien que conoce divorciado? ¿Desea aprender
más sobre las anulaciones y cómo solicitarlas? El Seminario
Informativo sobre Anulaciones 2026 se llevará a cabo en el

Centro Pastoral Diocesano, el sábado 14 de noviembre, 
de 10:00 a.m. a 12:00 p.m.

Este evento anual, organizado por el Tribunal de la Diócesis de
Phoenix, ofrece a todos los interesados una introducción a las

anulaciones y al proceso de solicitud.
Habrá presentaciones en inglés y español, así como la

oportunidad de hacer preguntas. No se requiere confirmación de
asistencia. El personal estará disponible después de la

presentación para responder preguntas individuales. Todos son
bienvenidos. Habrá materiales informativos disponibles.

No se aceptarán solicitudes ese día; 
es un evento informativo sin compromiso.

Hay estacionamiento gratuito disponible en el garaje del Centro
Pastoral Diocesano, ubicado en la calle 5th entre Van Buren y

Monroe.

¿Por qué los católicos tienen en alta estima a
los santos?

Pregunta: ¿Por qué los católicos tienen en alta
estima a los santos?

Respuesta: Una de las afirmaciones de fe que hacemos
al rezar el Credo Niceno y el Credo de los Apóstoles es

que creemos en «la comunión de los santo. El
Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica nos recuerda que esta

comunión (que es otra forma de referirse a una
comunidad) incluye a todos los fieles en la tierra, a las

almas en el Purgatorio y a los hombres, mujeres y
niños bienaventurados que están en el cielo. Esta

enseñanza se fundamenta en nuestra creencia de que,
a través del Bautismo, estamos unidos a Cristo y entre
nosotros mediante vínculos que son incluso más fuertes

que la muerte.
Por ello, desde los tiempos de la Iglesia primitiva, los
cristianos han recurrido a otros creyentes —incluidos

aquellos que nos han precedido— en busca de oración
y ayuda, confiados en que Dios escucha las oraciones
de todos sus hijos. Si bien pedimos a los santos (y los
unos a los otros) que oren por nosotros y nos brinden
su apoyo, debemos recordar que son ellos quienes se

unen a nosotros en la oración; no obstante, es Dios
quien nos bendice y nos santifica.

Al pensar en los santos que están en el cielo, debemos
recordar que podemos acudir a ellos para pedir su

intercesión y ayuda, ya que fueron seres humanos con
limitaciones y defectos, al igual que nosotros. Esto
significa que son capaces de comprender nuestras

luchas, dudas, temores, alegrías y esperanzas. Pero, al
conocer sus historias, también podemos empezar a
reconocer que destacan en la historia de la Iglesia

porque perseveraron en su compromiso de seguir a
Cristo. Ya fueran personas ordenadas, religiosos o

religiosas, mártires, esposos, esposas o incluso niños,
todos ellos nos demuestran que la santidad es posible.

No solo podemos seguir su ejemplo, sino también
beneficiarnos de su apoyo a través de la oración.

Nuestra devoción a los santos, así como la gratitud por
su testimonio, sus oraciones y su protección, también

deben servirnos de inspiración, especialmente cuando
tomamos conciencia de las necesidades de los demás o
cuando otros nos piden que oremos por ellos. Estamos
llamados a compartir las bendiciones que recibimos;
esto forma parte, además, de nuestro propio camino

de crecimiento en la santidad.
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