
 

 

ST. JOAN OF ARC 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

AUGUST 23, 2026 / TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     DAILY MASS TIMES 
 
M,T,W,Th,F,Sat  8:30am 
Monday:  6:00pm/English 
Wednesday:  6:00pm/Sp 
 
WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am 
                            12:30pm Sp 
 
CONFESSION/CONFESION 
Mon-Sat 8am-8:25am 
Mon 5:30pm-5:55pm 
Wed 5:30pm-5:55pm 
Sat 9am-10:30am 
or by appointment on above 
listed days 
 
OFFICE HOURS/GIFT SHOP 

602-867-9171 
Mon-Thurs   9am-12pm 
                      1pm-5pm 
       *closed 12pm-1pm 
Friday            9am-12pm 
Saturday & Sunday closed 
 
24 HR ADORATION CHAPEL 

If you are interested in 
volunteering as an Hourly 
Captain or becoming an 
Adorer, please contact 

Desiree at (763)807-7015 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
602-867-2288 

 

WWW.STJOANOFARC.COM 

@stjoanofarcphoenix ENGLISH SPANISH 

ARE YOU A  
REGISTERED PARISHIONER? 

 

We’re so glad you’re a part of our 
worshipping community!  While 

attending Mass is the heart of our 
faith, official registration is the  

best way for us to support  
you and your family. 

 

<—Please scan and register today!—> 

3801 E. GREENWAY RD, PHOENIX, AZ 85032 



 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
602-867-9171 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Yury Bencomo, Administrative Asst. x316 
ybencomo@stjoanofarc.com 
 

Julie Flanigan, Finance Manager x314 
jflanigan@stjoanofarc.com 
 

Lakin Bellah, Receptionist x300 
lfuentes@stjoanofarc.com 
 

Kirk Willsey, Facilities Manager x333 
 

PRESCHOOL 602-867-9179 
 

Debbie Allen, Director 
dhilliard@stjoanofarc.com 
 

Sheri Miles, Office Manager/Asst. Director x317 
 

LITURGY 
Annette Garrison, Coordinator x308 
liturgy@stjoanofarc.com 
-Marriage Coordinator, English/Espanol 
-Nullity Ministry Coordinator 
-Funeral Coordinator 
-Quinceaneras/Espanol 
 

FORMATION 
Laura Gallant, Religious Ed Coordinator x310 
lgallant@stjoanofarc.com 
 

Allyson Castillo, Youth Ministry Coord. X309 
acastillo@stjoanofarc.comM 
USIC 
Jeffrey Morse, Director of Sacred Music 
jmorse@stjoanofarc.com 
 

Betsy Donovan, Coordinator of Music x326 
 

 
 
 

ST. JOAN OF ARC MINISTRIES 
 

ALTAR  SERVERS:  Tracy Stofflet tasarizona@cox.net.  
 

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS,  Stephanie Gilfillan 
                                      americanheritagegirls.sja@gmail.com 
   

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/USHERS: Annette Garrison 
     602-867-9171 x308. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Darryl Bergstrom  
      602-566-2989. 
 

LECTORS:  Brian Foley bjfoley43@gmail.com/ 
      862-246-5116. 
 

LEGION OF MARY:  Rosemary Rosenberger 602-690-7702
                  r.rosey@myctl.net  
 

MOMS’ MINISTRY:  Dominque Paplaczyk  
            djpaplaczyk@gmail.com 
 

PASTORAL CARE:  Annette Garrison 602-867-9171 x308 
 

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: Josie Savino  
      602-996-3887 
 

PERPETUAL ADORATION:  Desiree Schlangen(Eng) 
 Desiree.SJAadoration@gmail.com   
 (Sp) Nora Cordero Nora.SJAadoration@gmail.com 
 

PORTERS OF ST. JOSEPH:  security@stjoanofarc.com  
                            

RESPECT LIFE: Clarice Stauble at 830-377-7718. 
 

ST. DAMIEN’S HELPERS:   Edye Malena @ 
           602-971-0490/ edye@senff.net 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S INDIAN SCHOOL CONNECTION: 
                                        Ginny Silver  602-481-0600 
SJA PRAYER LINE: 4prayeronly@gmail.com.  
 

SJA SENIORS: Barbara  Matthews  602-867-9171x312 
  

SMALL CHURCH COMMUNITY:  John Kopala  
   480-280-2702  or jkopala@gmail.com 
   Wednesdays—9:30am-Senior Lounge 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:  Call 602-867-2288. 
 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Grant Getman, Chair 
Brett Dusek, Colby Hilburn, Leanne Krush, ,  

Carter Smitherman, Rob Stofflet 

ST. JOAN OF ARC PARISH COUNCIL 
Diana Cantu, Chair 

David Roney, Eric Hillsten 
Miguel Suarez, Elizabeth Rodriguez Mata 

CLERGY 
 

REV. DANIEL CRUZ, PASTOR 
frcruz@stjoanofarc.com 
 

REV. OLIVER VIETOR, PAROCHIAL VICAR X302 
frvietor@stjoanofarc.com 
 

REV. ANTHONY DANG, IN RESIDENCE 
franthony@ndpsaints.org 
 

Deacon Mark Salvato x300  
 

Deacon David Bramer- dcndbramer@stjoanofarc.com 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 

BULLETIN:  SJAbulletin@stjoanofarc.com 
Tracy Stofflet, Editor 

Mission Statement 
 

Courageously following Christ by serving  
the community through Catholic liturgy, 

 gospel values, charity and education. 



 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

—————————————————————————————————

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

August 23, 2026 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 16:13-20 
 

The first time I stood inside St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, its majesty overwhelmed me. The sheer beauty of 
Michelangelo’s dome seemed to lift my soul right out of my body. Later, I joined the Scavi tour that winds 
below the basilica, down into the ancient pagan cemetery where Peter was buried. There, in the dim light 
and narrow passageways, I found myself looking at the bones of a murdered Jewish fisherman, his feet cut 

off so his crucified body could be taken down more easily. 
 

What a paradox. Above me, the most glorious church ever built. Beneath me, the remains of a backwater 
fisherman. But this man dared to answer Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” And crowning that 
immense dome above his tomb are the words from today’s Gospel, “You are Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my Church.” 
 

Within you and me is the drama of the lowest and the highest. Every time we confess Christ, humbly, 
imperfectly, maybe even trembling, we enter that same mystery. The dust of our humanity, touched by 
the splendor of heaven. God’s presence and our dry bones together. Humility and glory. May our lives 

embrace both the lowest and the highest, like that great basilica, as we profess Jesus. 
 

— Father John Muir 

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO – ALENTAR UN ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA 
(Gospel Meditations) 

 
23 de agosto de 2026 

XXI Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
Mateo 16:13-20 

 
La pregunta que Jesús hizo a sus discípulos fue: “Según el parecer de la gente, ¿quién es este Hijo del 

Hombre?”. La respuesta no se hizo esperar; presurosos respondieron: “unos dicen que Juan el Bautista, 
otros que Elías, o Jeremías, o alguno de los profetas”. Enseguida vino otra pregunta: “Y ustedes, ¿quién 

dicen que soy yo?” (Mateo 16:13-17). Esta segunda pregunta ya es directa para los discípulos: quién es Jesús 
para cada uno de ellos. Pedro lo identifica con claridad: “Tú eres el Mesías, el Hijo de Dios vivo” (Mateo 

16:16). Jesús le dice que esta revelación viene del Padre que está en los cielos y no de su propia capacidad 
humana. 

 
Se necesita revelación y una fe profunda para identificar a Jesucristo como nuestro Mesías y Salvador. 

¿Cómo anda tu relación personal con Jesús? ¿Qué dicen tu familia, tus amigos y tu comunidad acerca de 
Él? El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, en el número 424, nos dice: “Movidos por la gracia del Espíritu 

Santo y atraídos por el Padre, nosotros creemos y confesamos a propósito de Jesús: ‘Tú eres el Cristo, el 
Hijo de Dios vivo’ (Mt 16:16). Sobre la roca de esta fe, confesada por san Pedro, Cristo ha construido su 

Iglesia”. Mateo, en su Evangelio, nos muestra un vínculo especial con la Iglesia, y debemos prestar 
atención a ello. La identidad de Jesús con la comunidad eclesial es única. Entonces, ahora vale la 

pregunta: ¿qué es la Iglesia para mí? ¿Veo una relación viva entre Jesús y la Iglesia? Pidamos por la Iglesia 
y oremos por el Papa León XIV, especialmente hoy. 



 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER... 
Being a registered, active member  

of our parish is essential for: 
 

  Serving as a Godparent or Sponsor. 
  Accessing in-parish tuition rates for our                 

  preschool and Diocesan schools.   
  Planning weddings and funeral services 

    within the parish. 
  

Take a moment today to register at 
www.stjoanofarc.com. 

For questions, please contact the  
Parish Office at 602-867-9171. 

 

  

PRAYERS, READINGS, AND STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Managing God’s Gifts to Us 
 

Update for the 
MONTH OF JULY 2026 (*FOUR WEEKS IN JULY*) 

 
COLLECTION (BASKET): $40,833.66 
ONLINE GIVING:             $40,352.51 
 
TOTAL:                             $81,186.17 (ACTUAL   
      COLLECTION) 
 
BUDGETED INCOME:      $87,307.00 (ANTICIPATED  
      COLLECTION) 
 

DEFICIT:                      $6,120.83  (SHORTFALL) 
 

Support the works and needs of the parish by accessing 
our St. Joan of Arc online giving portal 
with various accepted methods of 
payment.  Instructions may be accessed at 
www.stjoanofarc.com and click on the 
GIVING button for detailed instructions 
found at the bottom of the page. 

SCAN TO REGISTER 
 
———————>>> 

——————————————————————————————————————–—–———————————————— 

The Choice of Stewardship 
 
What does it mean to be a good steward? Does it 
mean to be an active parishioner, or something 
more? Are we better stewards because we give 
more in terms of our money and time to our 
parish, or are we called to do even more than 
that? 
 
The truth is that stewardship is a way of life. We 
are not simply called to be active parishioners, but 
instead be active disciples all the time. In fact, 
what we learn to do in our parish should serve as 
preparation for the mission field of the world. 
What have we really done if we only act like 
disciples of Jesus Christ while we are assembled 
with others who claim to be the same? 
 
The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all 
aspects of our day and life. The call of Jesus will 
come in our everyday lives with our co-workers, 
family, and friends more often than it will within 
our parish community. First, if we can’t become 
good stewards when we are among those who 
proclaim Jesus as Lord, how will we be able to do 
so when we are with those who are non-believers? 
Second, when our muscles of gratitude, 
generosity, and graciousness are strengthened 
within our parish community, we are more able to 
meet the challenges of this world. However, we 
do not become good stewards by accident.  
We must always choose to live this way.  
 

What will you choose? 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time / August 23, 2026  

 
First Reading: 

I will place the key of the House of David  
on Eliakim's shoulder; 

when he opens, no one shall shut, 
when he shuts, no one shall open. (Is 22:22) 

 
Psalm: 

Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the  
work of your hands. (Ps 138)  

 
Second Reading: 

For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Amen. (Rom 11:36) 

 
Gospel: 

“I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 

and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” (Mt 16:19) 

Prayer for the Pope 
 

Dear God, Be with Our Holy Father in his ministry. Bless, 
anoint, and protect him in his comings and goings. Inspire his 

words, direct his interactions, guide his prayer.  
 

Amen. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 

Question: What is the name of the very first 
ecumenical council of the Catholic Church,  

held in 325 AD? 
 

Answer: The First Council of Nicaea 

——————————————————————————————————————–—–———————————————— 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, August 22                    
8:30am                           †Shirley Anne Sposi                    
4:30pm                            The Ransom and 
    Navarro Families               
 

Sunday, August 23                 
8:30am                           †Vicki Stephens                                                                                          
10:30pm                         †Lydia Farrington  
12:30pm                          SJA Parishioners 
 

Monday, August 24                 
8:30am                            †Anthony R. Porro Sr.                                             
6:00pm               †Benedict Weston                                                      

Tuesday, August 25                      
8:30am                            †Matthew Perez           
 

Wednesday, August 26                                            
8:30am           †Joseph Casey              
6:00pm                 †José Guadalupe and 
    Lupita Lazcano 
                                
Thursday, August 27            
8:30am        †Frank Schue          
      
Friday, August 28                        
8:30am                            †Elizabeth Stemper 
                 
Saturday, August 29                    
8:30am                            †Victor Jay de la Cruz               
4:30pm                             SJA Parishioners 
               
Sunday, August 30                    
8:30am                           †John J. Crosson                               
10:30am                         †Dennis Kerry                         
12:30pm     †Christian Bravo  

24 HOUR 
ADORATION 

CHAPEL 

 

ADORERS NEEDED: 
Sunday:  2am, 12pm        
Monday:  7am, 9am, 12pm,  
Thursday: 12am, 10am, and 
        11am  
Friday:  7am, 12pm, 1pm 
 
 

Prayer partners are always 
needed. 
 

For more 
information, please 
contact Desiree at  
    (763)807-7015 

 

PERPETUAL ADORATION CANDLES 
 
 

Our Adoration Chapel Candles allows parishioners 
to honor/memorialize family/friends with lighted 
candles in the Adoration Chapel. Please come to 
the Parish Office to set up your sponsorship of a 

$10/candle.   
Each sponsorship is for one week.  

 (Sunday thru Saturday) 

ADORATION CANDLE SPONSORS  
FOR WEEK OF AUGUST 23 

 

KRISTI SCHMIT 
 

In Memory of 
 

TODD SCHMIT 
 

************************************************** 
BARBARA MATTHEWS 

 

In Memory of 
 

KATIE IHNAT 
*************************************************** 

CLAIRE RANSOM 
 

In Memory of 
 

VICTOR JAY de la CRUZ 
**************************************************** 

THE ZUNO FAMILY 
 

In Memory of 
 

RICARDO BRAVO 

PRAYERS, READINGS, AND ADORATION 

WEEKLY MASS READINGS 
 

Readings for the week of August 23, 2026 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2a, 2b-3, 6 and 8/Rom 11:33-36/ 
        Mt 16:13-20 
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 
 

Observances for the week of August 23, 2026 
Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
Tuesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: St. Monica 
Friday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Saturday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

 

——————————————————————————————————————–—–——- 

MINISTRY NEWS PAGE 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

 

We Need Help!!! 
 

Like Peter in today’s Gospel, we can 
find that when we open our eyes to see, our 

ears to hear and our hearts to experience 
Jesus’ presence in our daily lives,  

God reveals himself to us. 
 

Have you considered answering the call to help 
serve the poor by joining the  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul? 
 

Food Items We Need this Week are: 
 
 A Can of Fruit 
 A Can of Corn 
 A Jar of Peanut Butter 
  
The pantry is open the following days & times: 
 

***Mondays—      9:00 AM to 11:00 AM & 
                               6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
 
***Wednesdays – 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
                               6:00 PM- to 7:30 PM 
 
***Saturdays –      9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
 

Valued Vincentian – Judie Fullmer 
 

We are pleased to recognize Judie Fullmer as the 
August Valued Vincentian. Judie brings a warm and 
pleasant energy to everyone around her. Judie is a 

member of the bagel team and also frequently 
volunteers in the food pantry to support those in 
need. Furthermore, she can always be counted on 
to volunteer during special Vincentian events such 
as the food drives. We deeply value Judie for her 

selflessness, her kindness, and the spirit she brings 
to our entire Vincentian community. 

Thank you, Judie, for your dedication to our 
Conference and our neighbors! 

SJA PRAYER LINE 
 

The Mission of the SJA Prayer Line Ministry is to provide an 

opportunity to support others in our community with 

 special prayer requests.  

Members of the SJA Prayer Line offer their 

 own prayers on the requestor’s behalf.   

Please contact Margo Enfield:  

 4prayeronly@gmail.com. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please pray for the following requests that 
have been recently received either by the 

Prayer Line (4prayeronly@gmail.com),  
the bulletin, or both. 

 

Candy Jordan… for Healing 
& 

For the Repose of the souls of 
Trevor Anthony Arino, Brian Vincent Braden, 

 Ricardo Bravo, Christopher Guerin, and Kevin Meyers 
 

For bulletin only submission requests, please email 
SJAbulletin@stjoanofarc.com 

<
<

<
—

>
>

>
 

Attention ALL Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Please renew your Safe Environment Training!  

Our parish deadline is September 30th. 
 

 Go to: https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org 

 Go to your "Dashboard" and click on the ONLINE 
Renewal Video 2026-2027. 

 REMINDER: DO NOT create a new account! If you have 
forgotten your password, click on the forgot password 
link located under SIGN IN. If you have forgotten your 
username, you can click on the "Forgot Username" link. 

 Verify the expiration date of your criminal background 
check.  

 If it expires within the coming year please renew it. 
 

For questions about the Safe Environment Training Program, 
please contact Annette Garrison at 

liturgy@stjoanofarc.com  or 602-867-9171 x308 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Funeral Mass 
August 24, 2026 
11:00AM 
Christopher Jason Guerin 
1981-2026 

Funeral Mass 
August 28, 2026 
10:30AM 
Ricardo L. Bravo 
1966-2026 

SJA ADOPT A FAMILY PROJECT 
 

25 years we've been doing this! 
It's a milestone year for the  
Adopt a Family Project. Planning 
is underway, and we're hoping 
you can help by joining our 
ministry. Many parishioners have 
adopted families, but we invite 
you to get involved before then! 
Plenty of opportunities to share 
your talents, as we support 
families in need on the Navajo 
Reservation. A meeting for new 
members will be held on Sunday, 
September 13 at 930a in Santa 
Maria Hall.  

We're excited to meet you! 

<
<

<
—

>
>

>
 

mailto:4prayersonly@gmail.com
https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org/


 

 

AROUND THE PARISH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COR Men’s Formation   
Saturdays, 7:00–8:30 a.m., Santa Maria Hall 

 

Sept. 12 & 26; Oct. 10 & 24: 
Who Do You Say That I Am? —The Gospel of Mark 
 

All men welcome. Join at any time.  
Sessions are in English. 

 
Todos los hombres son bienvenidos.  

Las sesiones se ofrecen en inglés. 

NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING CLASSES 
 

INVITATION TO ALL YOUNG MEN AGE 10+ OF SJA  
 

Class #1:  Saturday, 8/29 @11am in the church 
Class #2:  Saturday, 9/12 @ 11am in the church 

 
Both classes are required to become an altar server 

and be scheduled to serve Mass. 
 

Boys must possess a deep passion for Jesus and 
the desire to assist our priests and deacons  

during Holy Mass. 
 

*Boys must be part of a registered family at SJA. 
*Boys must be fully initiated (First Eucharist and 

Confirmation Sacraments). 
 

For more information and/or to RSVP your son for 
the training classes, please contact  

Tracy Stofflet, altar server coordinator at  
tasarizona@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
  If you are considering registering with the parish or 

have registered this year, please stop by  
Santa Maria Hall the weekend of  

August 22 & 23 after all the Masses to meet a few of 
our welcoming families and receive a welcome packet!  

Light refreshments will be served! 

 
 

LET’S PLAY BINGO!!! 
 

WHERE:  Weidner Hall 
WHEN:   Thursday, AUGUST 27 
TIME:      Doors open at 5:30pm 
     First Game starts at 6:30pm 
 

Buy-in $20 
Extra Games Available! 
 

SJABINGO14357@YAHOO.COM 
 

Sponsored by the SJA  
Knights of Columbus Counsel #14357 

 

Proceeds go to St Joan of Arc 
Parish 

 

BEGINNERS WELCOME! 
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE! 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

2ND ANNUAL SJA PARISH-WIDE RUMMAGE SALE!!! 

 
 
 

 

 SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND, AND  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD FROM 8AM - 5PM 

 

For more information please contact Edye @ 602-549-6469 
or Mary @ 602-295-5973 

 

Items include: 
Household, Tools, Clothing, Garden, Toys,  

Office, Bikes, etc.  
Stop by and take a look!!! 



 

 

AROUND THE DIOCESE   

FiAt Productions – HAIL HOLY QUEEN  
@St. Joan of Arc, Phoenix 

 

Start Date: September 4, 2026 
Time: 7:00 pm   to  8:30 pm 
Location: 3801 E Greenway Rd,              
        Scottsdale, AZ 85032 
Phone: (480) 375-5757 
 
Description: 
Join us for Hail Holy Queen, a powerful 
theatrical tribute to Mary that brings fifteen of 
her apparitions and devotions to life through 
drama, music, and prayer. 
Friday, September 4th • 7:00PM • St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church, Phoenix 
For tickets and more details visit 
www.fiatproductions.com/shows 

A SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
HERE AT ST JOAN OF ARC!!! 

Day Retreat for  
Grieving Mothers & Grandmothers 

Start Date: August 29, 2026 
Time: 9:30 am   to  3:30 pm 
Location: 3550 E Knox Rd, Phoenix, Arizona 85044 
Phone: (480) 734-5416 
Description: 
Held in Grace: A Sacred Day of Retreat & Renewal 
Whether your child or grandchild died months or decades 
ago, we invite you to come exactly as you are. 
Through presentations, guided reflection, journaling, pray-
er, and gentle connection, you’ll be invited to rest in God’s 
presence, honor your child’s memory, and discover that 
you do not have to walk this journey alone. 
This sacred day of retreat and renewal will be offered by 
Rita Morton, Founder of Sacred Sorrows, together with 
other grieving mothers who understand the lifelong jour-
ney of child loss. 
Our day will conclude with a beautiful Mass of Remem-
brance as we entrust our children and ourselves to God’s 
loving care. 
There is no timeline for grief. 
There is no right place to be. 
There is only an invitation. 
Come. 
Be Held in Grace. 
Questions? Email monica@sacredsorrows.org 



 

 

REFLECTIONS 

—————–——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–——–—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Only Peter Has the Answer 
 

“What do you think of the Pope?” 
 

After the election of Pope Leo XIV in 2025, all my non-Catholic friends texted me this question. The result 
of the papal conclave was dominating the news cycle, and everyone was curious about this man who 

would now be so prominent on the world stage, making me temporarily popular with people who 
apparently need more (and better) Catholics in their lives. 

 

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus entrust Peter and his heirs with the stewardship of the kingdom here on 
earth, creating an unbroken line of authority that stretches through the millennia all the way to our 

current Pope — whoever he is at the time you are reading this. 
 

I don’t know if you like the Pope. The same goes for your local bishop and your pastor. If a friend texted 
you, “What do you think of him?” I have no idea how you would respond. 

 

All I know is this: it doesn’t really matter. What really matters is what we would say if a friend texted us 
the same question about Jesus Christ: “What do you think of him, and why?” 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus doesn’t ask his disciples to take an IQ test. He doesn’t try to find out which one is 
the nicest, the hardest worker, the most humble, or even the holiest. 

 

He asks a very simple question: “Who do you say that I am?” 
 

Peter has the answer. 
 

I am not Catholic because I like the Pope. I am not Catholic because the human representatives of the 
Church have anything to offer me (they often do, but this is beside the point). 

 

I am Catholic because only Peter has the answer. 

AUGUST 27 & 28 
AUGUST 25 

AUGUST 24 



 

 

NOTICIAS 
ADORACIÓN EUCARÍSTIC 

 

ADORADORES NECESARIOS: 
DOMINGO—2am,12pm  
LUNES-7am, 9am, 12pm  

JUEVES-12am, 10am, 11am,  
VIERNES-7am, 12pm, 1pm 

 
****************************************** 
NECESITO COMPAÑEROS DE ORACIÓN 

 Por favor Nora.SJAadoration@gmail.com 
 ************************************************ 

Si está interesado en ser voluntario como Capitán 
por hora, comuníquese con Nora al 602.731.1174. 

  

¿Le interesa celebrar una Quinceañera  
con una bendición especial? 

 

Se requiere un aviso con un mínimo de un año de 
anticipación para programar una bendición de 
Quinceañera. Para obtener más información y 

comenzar el proceso, comunícate con  
Annette Garrison @ 602-867-9171 x308 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo: 
 

Estamos profundamente agradecidos con las familias que 
llevan a sus hijos a la Misa dominical. La presencia de los 

niños es un hermoso recordatorio de que nuestra parroquia 
es una comunidad de fe viva y en crecimiento. Es una 

bendición acogerlos mientras aprenden a conocer, amar y 
adorar al Señor. 

 

Sin embargo, en ocasiones, los niños pequeños pueden 
inquietarse o alterarse durante la celebración de la Misa. Si su 
hijo llegara a causar molestias, les pedimos amablemente que 
utilicen el vestíbulo o la sala para padres con niños pequeños 
hasta que estén listos para regresar. Este pequeño gesto de 
consideración ayuda a mantener un ambiente de oración, 

permitiendo así que todos los presentes participen 
plenamente en la Sagrada Liturgia. 

Clase de Renovación de Ambiente  
Seguro en Persona 

La única oportunidad para completar la Clase de 
Renovación de Ambiente Seguro en persona será en 
una de las siguientes fechas. Por favor, regístrese en 
línea en cmgconnect.org antes de asistir. 

Español 
Fecha: Miércoles, 26 de agosto de 2026 
Hora: 6:30 PM 
Lugar: Santa Maria Hall 
Importante: Esta clase es únicamente    
    para renovaciones.  
Si usted no completó su capacitación de Ambiente 
Seguro el año pasado, no es elegible para asistir a esta 
clase de renovación y deberá completar la capacitación 
inicial. 
Si tiene alguna pregunta, comuníquese con Annette 
Garrison al liturgy@stjoanofarc.com o al 602-867-9171 
ext. 308. 

Atención a todos los voluntarios de los ministerios: 
 
Por favor, renueven su capacitación de "Ambiente Se-
guro" (Safe Environment Training). La fecha límite de nuestra 
parroquia es el 30 de septiembre. 
*Visite: https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org 
*Vaya a su "Panel de control" (Dashboard) y haga clic en el vid-
eo de renovación en línea para el periodo 2026-2027. 
*RECORDATORIO: ¡NO cree una cuenta nueva! Si ha olvidado su 
contraseña, haga clic en el enlace "Forgot password" (¿Olvidó 
su contraseña?) situado debajo de "SIGN IN" (Iniciar sesión). Si 
ha olvidado su nombre de usuario, puede hacer clic en el enlace 
"Forgot Username" (¿Olvidó su nombre de usuario?). 
*Verifique la fecha de vencimiento de su verificación de ante-
cedentes penales. Si vence durante el próximo año, por favor 
renuévela. 
 
Si tiene preguntas sobre el programa de capacitación de 
"Ambiente Seguro", comuníquese con Annette Garrison en lit-
urgy@stjoanofarc.com o al 602-867-9171, extensión 308. 

mailto:liturgy@stjoanofarc.com
https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org/


4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

800.808.9294CALL  
NOW!

You Need
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

Double D 
Bereavement Cleanout
Box Packing /
Furniture Cleanouts
Diane Darnell
480-304-0550

4800 E. Indian School Rd.
Phoenix, AZ

602-840-5600602-840-5600
whitneymurphyfuneralhome.comwhitneymurphyfuneralhome.com

"Your Catholic Funeral Home
in Phoenix Since 1903"

480-608-5860  
Free Service Call with Repair

*10% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*
*SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

Contact Mitzi Palma
Mpalma@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2127

(602) 999-1151

ascendinghomes.com	 3D Renderings & Walkthroughs

• Kitchens & Bathrooms

• Whole Home Remodels

• Additions • Roofing
Ryan Barbieri (Owner/GC) 

Catholic Owned  
Company

Free Consultations! 
Licensed.  

Bonded. Insured 
ROC#333110
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6500 E. Bell Rd. 

(480) 991-5800

Family Owned & Operated 

Serving the Diocese of Phoenix since 1949. 

www.hansenmortuary.com

MARIE’S BOARD
AND CARE

Assisted Living Home

MARIE EID 
Parishioner

Registered Nurse
16211 N. 40th St.

Phoenix
Doing Business

Since 1997
2nd Location on N. 40th Street

602-790-4121

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
602-762-1416

CJ 
ELECTRIC

INC.

CHRIS KORTAS
Active Parishioner  

for 40 Years!

Arizona

CatholicMatch.com/AZ

Peace of Mind  
Starts with a

LIVING TRUST

602-675-9000

TatumFlowers.com
602-867-0262

Family Owned & Operated
Serving the Phoenix Community Since 2013

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING

480-242-5346 
Quality Work at Fair Prices

$1000 OFF a re-roof 
with coupon

Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680 
Expires 09/30/26

Lupita Mendez
Agent 25 yr Anniversary!

State Farm Auto
Home, Apartment & Life
Greenway Road & Highway 51

602.633.2088
AmigaLupita@gmail.com

A Sus Ordenes en Toda
Clase de Seguros
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Contact Mitzi Palma
Mpalma@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2127


